
prays that God will continue to 
protect everyone's efforts in 
keeping His message Ablazed! 
in the hearts of the young 
Papua New Guineans through 
this period of transition.  

(More PNG news on page 5) 

New Japanese National 
Director for VYM 

April marked an historic 
point in LCMS World Mis-
sion’s involvement in minis-
try in Japan as Yukie Shi-
momasu was appointed the 
first Japanese national di-
rector of the Volunteer 
Youth Ministry (VYM) pro-
gram.  She will be directly 
involved in the care, sup-

Japan Ablaze! 

boarding parent, while the 
downstairs area will be used to 
serve the needs of the female 
students.  There are plans to 
extend outreach programs es-
pecially for the students to the 
outside community 
as well.    

While the school 
looks forward to a 
new dormitory, it is 
also preparing to say 
farewell to Dr. Brent 
Kilback, HLIS princi-
pal for ten years.  
HLIS welcomes the 
new principal and 
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HLIS 
Highland Lutheran Interna-
tional School (HLIS) in Papua 
New Guinea continues to serve 
as a witness to the Light to the 
people of Papua New Guinea. 
Currently, the school is build-
ing a new girls dormitory. This 
project was funded by the Can-
ada Fund and the Enga Chil-
dren's Fund, a local govern-
ment fund. Despite a lot still to 
be done, work is progressing 
well. The dormitory will house 
32 females (16 in each wing). 
The upstairs area of the build-
ing will be used to house the 

Hong Kong 2 
Philippines 3 
Cambodia 3 
Vietnam 4 
Indonesia 4 
Papua New Guinea 5 
Taiwan 5 
China 6 
Thailand 6 
India & Sri Lanka 7 
Japan 7 
International Lutheran 
Council (ILC) 7 

CONTACT US 
www.asiaablaze.org 

General inquiries & comments: 
editor@asiaablaze.org 

Address change or to unsubscribe: 
lcmspmso@icable.ph 

44 New CLS Graduates 
On June 16, 44 students gradu-
ated from China Lutheran Semi-
nary  (CLS) in Hsin Chu, Tai-
wan. 16 were degree graduates 
and  28 were certificate gradu-
ates of the Grass Roots Evangel-
ism program. Most significant 
was the first Th.M. in Luther 
Studies graduate, Chen  Guan-
hsien, who has also become 
Systematic Theology Teacher-
in-Preparation at CLS. 

(More Taiwan news on page 5) Philippines Ablaze! 

Taiwan Ablaze! 

Dr. Kilback, outgoing HLIS principal, 
stands in front of the new girls dorm. 

port, and leadership of the 
long-term missionaries who 
are called to serve in Japan.  
Begun in 1973, the VYM 
program in Japan has been 
sending and supporting 
young college graduates to 
teach English and to volun-
teer their time at the local 
churches and schools of the 
Japan Lutheran Church.  
Literally hundreds of indi-

LCP National Convention 
The Lutheran Church in the 
Philippines (LCP) held its 
20th Biennial Convention on 
April 23-26 at the Communi-
cation Foundation for Asia in 
Manila.  More than 100 dele-
gates and guests attended the 
convention.  One of the high-
lights was when the church 
body ratified the LCP Board 
of Directors action in joining 
the LCMS and other partner 
churches in the Ablaze! 
movement.  Each district and 
individual congregation of 
the LCP is encouraged to 
actively participate in pro-
claiming the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Along this line, the 
LCP, in cooperation with 
partner churches, is explor-
ing possibilities on how to 
become involved in global 
missions reaching out to the 
many Filipinos overseas.  On 
the last day of the conven-
tion, the LCP held its elec-

tion of officers. Rev. James D. 
Cerdenola was re-elected 
President; Rev. Felipe Ehican, 
Jr. — Vice President; Rev. 
Christopher del Monte — Sec-
retary; and, Mr. Eduardo 
Jiloca— Treasurer. 

(More Philippines news on pg. 3) 

viduals have had their first 
hands-on experience in 
mission work through VYM-
Japan. 

(More Japan news on page 7) 

Ms. Yukie Shimomasu 

Papua New Guinea Ablaze! 
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Helping Those in Need 
“Helping those in need… and 
extending the gospel!” these 
things do go together and the 
Lutheran Church Hong Kong 
Synod (LCHKS) is doing it.   The 
LCHKS recently reported that 
one of its Ablaze! Service Pro-
jects, the Extended Care Pro-
gram, has already completed its 
first phase.  From Nov 2005 to 
Oct 2006, the project was able 
to help 1,085 families, with an 
average of 3-4 people per fam-
ily. 

In addition to home safety as-
sessment with minor renovation 
work given to these low-income 
families, the LCHKS also organ-
ized eight separate gatherings 
for these individuals, with about 
300 family members attend-
ing.  Not only were these gather-
ings informational for the atten-

dees, telling them about the 
program, but there was also a 
Gospel presentation.  Altogether 
the LCHKS recruited 1,000 vol-
unteers to be involved in home 
visits and screening, as well as 
personal evaluations of the 
families. 

It is estimated that of the 3,800 
people who received assistance 
through the program, 80% were 
non-Christians.  Of those that 
attended the gatherings at least 
1,500 people have been touched 
with the Gospel. 

The second phase of the project  
began in Jan 2007.  Another 
300 families with special needs 
will be served during this sec-
ond phase.  The LCKHS is fo-
cusing mainly on single elderly 
people, new immigrants from 
China, families with disabled 
members, and low-income fami-
lies. 

Hong Kong Workers 
Equipped for Ablaze! 

On June 24 three churches of 
the Lutheran Church Hong 
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especially pleased to welcome 
founding headmaster Bob 
Christian to the Reunion, who 
made the journey to Hong 
Kong from Washington. Bob 
first arrived in Hong Kong in 
Aug. 1966 and was headmaster 
until 1977. During these for-
mative years, the character 
and spirit of HKIS as the 
school we know today was 
crystallized.  

HKIS has come far since those 
early days. Today, some 2,600 
students and 480 faculty and 
staff occupy two state-of-the-
art campuses. The story of 
HKIS from its founding up to 
the present has been woven 
together in the alumni-
sponsored history book – 
Hong Kong International 
School: 40 Years of Learning 
and Service. Its near-200 
pages provide a colorful ac-
count of the first four decades 
of HKIS.  To order a copy of 
the book, visit the official 
HKIS website at http://
dragonnet.hkis.edu.hk/; click 
here to preview pages from the 
book.   

Although HKIS has grown well 
beyond what the school's foun-
ders could have imagined, 
their central vision to provide 
an outstanding education serv-
ing a broad range of students 
in a Christian setting remains 
the same.   

Luther’s Works committee 
members 

Asia Ablaze! Newsletter 

work and to help en-
courage the team. 

Progress continues to 
be made on this key 
project for Lutheran 
Studies among Chi-
nese speaking people.  
To date, the first two 
volumes have been completed 
in both Simplified and Tradi-
tional Chinese Charac-
ters.  Volumes 3, 4 and 5 
are currently under produc-
tion. 

Jim Handrich Retires 
For nearly 25 
years, Jim 
Handrich has 
been at the 
‘heart of HKIS 
education’ 
and has left an 
indelible mark 
on genera-

tions of HKIS students, teach-
ers and staff.  Jim has decided 
the time is right for him to 
retire after 24 years of service 
at HKIS— seven years (1983-
90) as Elementary Principal, 
14 years (1990-04) as High 
School Principal, one year 
(2004-05) as Interim Head of 
School, and two years (2005-
07) as  Associate Head of 
School.  Please join in thank-
ing God for Jim. 

For the complete interview 
with Jim Handrich, visit the  
Hong Kong Extras page at:  
www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html.  

HKIS Celebrates 40 Years  
Hong Kong International 
School’s (HKIS) 40th anniver-
sary celebrations have added 
color to the entire school year. 
The festivities started with the 
All School Gathering in Aug. 
2006 and concluded with the 
40th Alumni 
Reunion in June 
2007. The Re-
union was the 
grand finale in a 
year of celebra-
tions that have 
strengthened 
bonds and built 
community 
spirit at HKIS. 
The school was 

Kong Synod (LCHKS) and the 
Evangelism Committee of the 
LCHKS came together to hold a 
joint ordination and installa-
tion service for four new pas-
tors and three called teach-
ers.  "We had over 600 people 
attending, so we decided to 
make it a large celebra-
tion.  This was a great day for 
the Lutheran Church in Hong 
Kong," said Rev. Dr. Allan 
Yung, LCHKS President.  Dr. 
Yung presided over the ordina-
tions and installations.  The 
four new pastors and their new 
ministry sites include: KH 
Cheung, Nathan Road Lutheran 
Church; KY Fung, Concordia 
Lutheran Church; KK Lam, 
Amazing Grace Lutheran 
Church; and KF Lui, Nathan 
Road Lutheran Church.  This 
will make a total of five new 

ordained ministers for the 
LCHKS in 2007.  Already in 
April of this year, Sharon 
Lutheran Church of the 
LCHKS, held an ordination 
and installation of their 
new pastor, YM 
Chung.  The called teachers 

include: CC Chan, Concordia 
Lutheran Church; KK Fung, 
Concordia Lutheran Church; 
and YL Kwan, Abiding Grace 
Lutheran Church.  In addition 
to these new workers, two 
LCHKS students recently fin-
ished their M.Div. degree at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 
and will begin their colloquy 
program for future service in 
the LCHKS. 

Chinese Edition of Luther’s 
Works Continues 

On May 7 there was a meeting 
of the Chinese Edition 
of Luther’s Works volume edi-
tor Rev. Dr. William Liao and 
Rev. Dr. Peter Li, one of the co-
editors for the project, together 
with Rev. Kelvin Li, business 
manager for the project, and 
Mr. Edward Strohschein, the 
official LCMS Liaison for the 
project.  Rev. John Mehl, 
LCMS World Mission Asia Re-
gional Director, and Rev. Carl 
Hanson, LCMS WM Area Fa-
cilitator for East Asia were also 
present to learn more about the 

3,000 students, faculty, staff, & alumni 
assembled at HKIS to form the 40th 

anniversary logo. 

INTERESTED IN HONG KONG? 
For more articles & photos from Hong 

Kong, visit the Asia Ablaze!  Extras web-
site at www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html.  
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cased their talents in sports 
and other events such as sing-
ing, oration, acting, and danc-
ing.  In addition, participants 
also displayed their willing-
ness to excel spiritually by 
taking part in the devotions 
and lectures coordinated by 
the Sports Festival.  The Festi-
val Committee also put to-
gether "The Chosen" a group 
whose members are selected 
from the participants and 
whose objective is to minister 
through music and arts.  “The 
Chosen" performed at the 
closing awards ceremony for 
the event to the delight of 
both participants and guests 
alike. 

 Hidden Mission 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Catho-
lic Church (HTLCC) of Lina-
mon, Lanao in the northern 
Philippines set out its Ablaze! 
Mission Crew shortly after the 
Lutheran Church in the Phil-
ippines (LCP) held its Ablaze! 
Seminar in the Mindanao 

ALEA partners with the 
Lutheran Church of the 

Philippines 
From May 21-23 Asia Lu-
theran Education Associa-
tion (ALEA) members 
worked with church and 
school leaders in the Philip-
pines to help improve and 
expand the education minis-
try of Lutheran Church in the 
P h i l i p p i n e s  ( L C P ) 
schools.  Teachers at Gloria 
Dei School in Manila at-
tended a workshop that em-
phasized lesson planning and 
curriculum planning for the 
upcoming school year which 
starts in June.  On May 23 
members of the school plan-
ning committee met with 
ALEA leaders to discuss how 
the LCP might open new 

schools in the coming 
years.  Additional schools 
would help the church reach 
out to local communities with 
high quality academics and 
the Good News of Jesus’ 
love.  These are exciting times 
for the Philippines!  Please 
keep Gloria Dei and the possi-
bility of future schools in your 
prayers.  

Aim For Excellence 
With eagerness instilled in 
their hearts, more than 200 
young adults from different 
Lutheran congregations in 
Luzon, the largest of the three 
big islands of the Philippines, 
trekked to Moreno, Binalo-
nan, Pangasinan on May 21-
25 for the annual Lutheran 
Sports Festival. 

The par-
ticipants, 
e a c h 
a i m i n g 
for excel-
l e n c e , 
s h o w -

Philippines Ablaze! 
District in June 2006.  The 
mission crew started out visit-
ing individual families on 
Wednesday afternoons in the 
mountains of Robocon (also 
known as ‘Tinago’ or 
“hidden”) in Linamon.  Dur-
ing these visits they shared 
the Good News of salvation 
through ‘Pass It On’ Evangel-
ism.  After several visits, the 
crew was able to begin an 
adult Bible study and chil-
dren’s Sunday school program 
on Saturday afternoons.   

There were times that the 
crew could not make the trek 
because of the difficult ter-
rain, especially when rains 
were heavy.  There were also 
times when meetings had to 
be cancelled to avoid being 
caught up in political unrest 
in the area.  Despite the trans-
portation difficulties and 
safety issues, many partici-
pants (especially the children) 
regularly wait to welcome the 
Hidden Mission Crew. 

New LCP Website 
The Lutheran Church in the Philippines (LCP) has 
a new website — www.lutheranphilippines.org.   
Visit today to see what is happening in the LCP! 

Ablaze! at a Winery 
Last month Robin McCoy, 
LCMS missionary in Thai-
land, visited LCMS mission-
aries Charles and Jeanette 
Groth in Cambodia.  While 
Robin and Jeanette were 
touring the Battambang area 
they spotted a winery set 
back from the road.  Since 
this was a truly unusual site 
in Cambodia they asked their 
driver to stop for a better 
look.  A mother with two chil-
dren came to greet 
them.  Using their driver as 
translator they got the story 
of this small business that is 
the only commercial winery 
in Cambodia.  It is known for 
making wine for the king. As 
the conversation moved on 
the woman asked about the 
cross that both women were 
wearing.  

Robin and Jeanette shared 

the news of Jesus and His 
forgiveness with her.  They 
took turns telling her about 
his love for her and the home 
in heaven He had prepared 
for her.   

This discussion was done 
through an interpreter and 
he too is asking questions 
about Christianity and visit-
ing the local Lutheran 
church.   

Sometimes God fans the 
flame in big numbers.  Other 
times God uses His people in 
small ways to set the world 
Ablaze! with the message of 
Jesus.  
Ablaze! Eggstravaganza 

Easter morning was bright 
and sunny in Cambodia. 
Church members and chil-
dren met as usual to share 
their praises.  LCMS mis-
sionary Charles Groth 
preached the joyful message 

of the resurrec-
tion.  The chil-
dren were in-
vited to come back in 
the afternoon for a 
special Easter Egg-
stravaganza. 

Pastor Kosal Hun and 
his mother were asked 
to hard boil white 
duck eggs, a task they 
did well as when the 
group arrived in the 
afternoon there were 
110 eggs ready and 
waiting.  Everyone waited and 
watched what would hap-
pen.  The Groth's daughter 
Kristyn was visiting from the 
U.S.  She and missionary 
Jeanette Groth told the Easter 
narrative.  Then they ex-
plained why the egg was a 
symbol of Easter.  As each egg 
was dipped into the dye, the 
children's eyes grew wide as a 

Cambodia Ablaze! 

colored egg appeared.  Then 
an Easter Bible verse sticker 
and a cross sticker were 
added to the egg.   

Soon the children were color-
ing eggs and adding stick-
ers.  As more children arrived, 
the earlier attendees told the 
Easter narrative to the new 
arrivals.      

INTERESTED IN CAMBODIA? 
For more articles & photos from Cambodia, 

visit the Asia Ablaze!  Extras website at 
www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html.  
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10 Years of Volunteers in 
Vietnam 

Like many of the ‘unsung he-
roes’ of the mission fields they 
work in, the volunteer English 
teachers in Vietnam are unas-
suming but vital parts of the 
ministry. They are representa-
tive of the dedication, compe-
tence, and long service of all 
who have served since ESL 
work began in Vietnam in 
1997. 

In the past 10 years, over 25 
volunteers have served in Viet-
nam, with nearly half extend-
ing their stay or returning for 
more than their original one-
year assignments.  The oldest 
volunteer, Dr. Walt Littman, 
came when he was 77 and 
stayed until he was 80. Peg 

Wolfram stayed the longest, 
serving for four years before 
moving to Cambodia (she will 
begin her third year there next 
month).  Lia is also beginning 
her third year; many others—
Erin Schlensker, the Skovs, the 
Roberts, Steve Strobel, Mi-
chael Tan, Shannon Buck and 
Bethany Bauman—all served 
more than one year as well and 
may stay even longer.   

The volunteers have come sin-
gly and in pairs, and have 
come from states in every re-
gion of the US. Some come 
right out of college, some in 
the middle of careers, and 
some after their retirement. All 
have brought expertise, faith 
and love which has enriched 
the people they work with. 

In Hanoi they have worked in 
the Hanoi School of Public 
Health, the Hanoi University 
of Foreign Languages, the 
Open University and the Hanoi 
University of Technology. In 
Phu Tho they have worked in 
the Teachers College of the 
Hung Vuong University and in 
the Gifted Secondary School in 
Viet Tri city. In these institu-
tions they have interfaced with 
thousands of students in class-
rooms, as well as several hun-
dreds in their apartments, 
clubs, local cafes, study groups, 
and on trips to the country-
side. They have worked with so 
many people in Phu Tho and 
the Health Sector that it is not 
uncommon to meet people in 
travels and meetings with gov-
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ernment officials who know 
and remember them fondly as 
“my teacher.” Many of their 
students continue to keep in 
touch and some have become 
leaders in their fields or have 
landed jobs that see them in-
terfacing with foreigners or 
going overseas to study. These 
never fail to thank their teach-
ers for the English that helped 
them do this. 

Universitas Pelita Harapan 
(UPH) campus Saturday, April 
14 for a special Easter message 
and egg hunt; they went home 
with a huge smile, a goody bag, 
and a message for the road to 
eternity. Mission Youth for 
Christ (MYC) invited forty dif-
ferent institutions including 
orphanages, schools, churches, 
and organizations within the 
network of street children min-
istries around Jakarta and 
Tangerang for the hunt. The 
children watched a gospel 
drama and sang songs, and 
then hunted for eggs and found 
the Truth inside on a piece of 
paper which they read with 
their specially trained, univer-
sity student mentors. LCMS 
International Educators, Matt 
and Kim Myers, teaching at 
UPH, were happy to be a part 
of this event. 

Christian Education in 
Indonesia 

The Pelita Harapan Founda-
tion (Light & Hope Founda-
tion) established and continues 
to coordinate a series of Chris-
tian schools in Indonesia.  In 
early 2007, the Pelita Harapan 
Foundation clarified its vision 
and mission statements as 
follows: 

Vision statement—True 
Knowledge, Faith in Christ, 

Godly Character 

Mission statement—to raise up 
servant leaders with a Bibli-

cal, Christian worldview 

The schools sponsored by the 
Pelita Harapan Foundation 
stand out with a strong witness 
and focus on sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  While 
many students in the Pelita 
Harapan schools come from 
Christian families, students 
from Buddhist, Muslim, and 
Hindu backgrounds also regu-
larly hear of Jesus’ love. 

If you are interested in teach-
ing in the Pelita Harapan 
Foundation or would like to 
come for a short-term mission 
trip, please contact: 

Indonesia Ablaze! 
Eric Semler  

ericjsemler@yahoo.com 
or 

Darrell Van Lucene  
dvan@cbn.net.id 

You can also visit www.sph.edu 
for more information about 
Christian education in Indone-
sia.  
Baumeisters in Indonesia 

“Our young people don’t want 
to come to church because they 
say the liturgy is boring.  So, 
they’re going to the Charis-
matic and Pentecostal 
churches now.  How much can 
we change the way we worship 
and still maintain our Lu-
theran roots?”  This is a burn-
ing issue among a very large 
number of churches in North 
Sumatra Province in western 
Indonesia.   

Pastor Wesley (Bo) Baumeis-
ter, chaplain at Concordia Uni-
versity in Seward, Nebraska, 
recently conducted a number 
of seminars for pastors and 
other church workers to dis-
cuss this question and other 
aspects of ministry and out-
reach.  His wife, Sonja, a dea-
coness at a Lutheran church in 
Seward, Nebraska, also led a 

number of 
workshops 
for deacon-
esses and 
o t h e r 
c h u r c h 
w o r k e r s .  
Missionary 
D e n n i s 
Denow set 
up a six-week program for Bo 
and Sonja, along with son, Rex, 
and daughter, Taylor, to travel 
across North Sumatra Province 
and into Aceh Province to do 
their workshops, encourage 
local pastors and church work-
ers, provide English conversa-
tion practice for students and 
teachers in a number of 
schools, and help set up a new 
LCMS Center in Aceh. 

The Baumeisters were very 
flexible and adapted quickly to 
the new culture and situation 
in Indonesia.  The effectiveness 
of their short-term volunteer 
experience was clearly ex-
pressed when nearly every day 
they were asked, “Why can’t 
you stay longer?  When are you 
coming back?”  
Easter Egg Hunt a Success 
Over 1,600 children visited the 

Lia, Shannon, & Bethany— 
recent Vietnam volunteers. 

Bo leading a seminar on worship for several 
hundred students at Nommensen University. 
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Papua New Guinea Ablaze! 
Penale School ‘Takes Off’ 
from Airstrip Construc-

tion 
38 Penale children in Papua 
New Guinea are enrolled in 
the first school class ever 
conducted for the Penale 
people.  The students, 36 
boys and 2 girls, are just a 
fraction of the 200 school-
age Penale children.  Previ-
ously, no one village had the 
potential student population, 
resources, or lifestyle to be-
gin a school on its own.    

The new school is located at 
the site of the airstrip which 
the Penale people are con-
structing.   The work on the 
airstrip has drawn together 
laborers from all five of the 
villages.   Many families have 
built new houses close to the 
worksite and return to their 
home village only every few 
months.        

When the first hopes for an 
airstrip soared some 20 years 
ago, the Penale people were 
seeking education, health 
care, and a closer connection 
with the Gutnius Lutheran 
Church (GLC) and the 
broader world.  The con-
struction process has opened 
the road for more contact 
with the GLC.  It has also 
provided the opportunity for 

on-going health care and now 
a school for their children.   

Most of the students have 
been helping with the project, 
alongside their family mem-
bers.  Now the students’ focus 
turns from shovels to char-
coal stubs as they learn to 
write the alphabet on per-
sonal “chalk boards” made 
from leaves of the sago palm.  
The teacher for the new 
school is Norman Yuambuk, a 
Lutheran evangelist from the 
Penale.        

The school is included within 
the vision of the Penale De-
velopment Project which is 
coordinated by Dr. Steve Lutz 
and Anton Lutz of the LCMS 
World Mission team in PNG 
and Bishop Nik Aiene of the 
GLC.  Support for the project 
comes from LCMS congrega-
tions and individuals, the 
GLC, Wheat Ridge Ministries, 

the Enga Provincial Govern-
ment in PNG, and other in-
terested partners.  

 HIV Initiatives in PNG 
On May 20 the Wapena-
manda District in Enga Prov-
ince, Papua New Guinea, 
held its second annual Inter-
national AIDS Memorial 
Candlelight Commemora-
tion. The organizing commit-
tee included local community 
leaders and representatives 
from United to Be (UTB) and 
LCMS World Mission in 
PNG.  400 community mem-
bers gathered at the foot of a 
towering bamboo cross set 
up for the event.  The pro-
gram consisted of various 
speakers who spoke about 
HIV awareness, testing and 
counseling, treatment, and 
the importance of eradicating 
stigma and discrimination 
against those living with 

Taiwan Ablaze! 
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HIV/AIDS. The community 
was then given the opportu-
nity to light a candle in re-
membrance of those who 
have fallen in the fight 
against HIV.  

Judy, a member of UTB, gave 
a moving speech to her com-
munity about how she was 
infected and how the love 
and support of those around 
her has made it possible for 
her to still be alive today. 
How, when shown the light 
and love of Christ from a 
friend, she was able to re-
member the love that Christ 
has for her.   The candle of 
Christ’s love, shown to Judy, 
is magnified as she shares 
her story with others.  Christ, 
the light of the world, lights 
the lives of those with HIV,  
their families and friends, 
one candle at a time.  

Penale schoolboy helping 
on the airstrip. 

CLS Construction 
Going Well 

The new building at 
China Lutheran Semi-
nary (CLS) in Hsin 
Chu, Taiwan is pro-
gressing so rapidly that 
from the outside it 
looks like it is almost 
completed. It is sched-
uled to be ready for use 
by September with a 
Thanksgiving Worship 
Service for the building 
scheduled for October 
27.  Pray for its use to 

God's glory.  

Spirit at Work in Taiwan 
Sometimes it takes years to 
truly ignite a fire. For more 
than five years Mikey has been 
participating in LCMS mission-
ary-led Friday Night Bible 
Study and other activities. He 
believed, yet he did not feel 
ready for baptism. The deci-
sion for the Taiwanese is not 
an easy one, as often they are 
first generation Christians 
with no support from their 
family and often face opposi-
tion. 

Yet, the Holy Spirit moved 
Mikey and on Easter Sunday, 

he overcame his hesitations and 
was baptized at LCMS partner 
church, Salvation Lutheran, 
along with three other new be-
lievers. May their lives continue 
to be examples to others of the 
new life that is in Christ.  

Mikey receives the waters of 
Holy Baptism 

More than 400 community members attended the 
2nd Annual International AIDS Memorial Service 
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in the design of 
the Fine Arts Cen-
ter, passed away 
suddenly on July 
4, 2006.  

The 2007-08 school year also 
welcomes Concordia’s new 
Head of School, Dr. Jim Koer-
schen, who was proudly an-
nounced on June 4, by Con-
cordia’s Board of Directors 
through the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod's call process. 
Most recently, Dr. Koerschen 
served as executive direc-
tor of enrollment services 
for Kettering University 
(formerly GMI) in Flint, 
Michigan. Prior to that, he 
was president of Concor-
dia University in Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan. In his early 
ministry he was a band 
director and music profes-
sor. Koerschen’s Ph.D. is 
in administration from the 
University of Texas. He 
and his wife, Joanie (also an 

Concordia Starts the New 
School Year in Fine Form 
Concordia International 
School Shanghai continues to 
grow through student enroll-
ment and building programs. 
The 2007-08 school year – 
which begins Aug. 15, with 

more than 950 students 
(Preschool through Grade 12) 
– will see students filing 
through two brand-new facili-
ties on Concordia’s 10-acre 
campus: the David F. Ritt-
mann Fine Arts Center 

(affectionately referred to as 
the “Rittmann Center”) and 
the new four-story, purpose-
built Elementary School. 

The new Elementary facility 
houses a two-story motor 
skills room, two rooftop play-
grounds, 34 purpose-built 

classrooms, din-
ing hall, and 
library. The Fine 
Arts  Center 
boasts a 450-
seat theater with 
orchestra pit, 
m e z z a n i n e /
balcony levels, 
p u r p o s e - b u i l t 
drama, music & 

art rooms, and 
rooftop garden 
for outdoor 

events. This facility is named 
after Concordia’s second 
Head of School, Dr. David 
Rittmann, to honor his life 
and leadership. Rittmann, 
who took a personal interest 

China Ablaze! 

educator) have two married 
daughters and four grandchil-
dren.  

Concordia is excited about the 
new school year and embraces 
these new and exciting en-
hancements. Please welcome 
Dr. Jim and Mrs. Joanie Koer-
schen to the Concordia family. 

 Dr. Koerschen 

The Rittmann Center 

tions, activities and Gospel 
presentations. CWEFT also 
presented educational mate-
rials to the local school, along 
with sharing leadership sup-
plies. The use of songs, pup-
pets, Bible Stories, skits, ac-
tivities and crafts were all 
used to promote the Gospel 
and share in the fun of know-
ing Jesus.  

Tsunami Relief 
In May & June a team from 
the Concordia Welfare and 
Education Foundation– Thai-
land (CWEFT) traveled to the 
cities of Phuket, Phangna, 

Takuapa, and 
Kokloi in south-
ern Thailand to 
review, monitor 
and investigate 
tsunami relief 
work; visits were 
also made to 
tsunami affected 
schools. The 
team inter-
viewed potential 

scholarship 
recipients, surveyed 
homes in need of rebuild-
ing, discussed needs of 
water wells and genera-
tors, and responded with 
immediate assistance.  
The team discussed the 

replacement of homes for 
those in need and visited ar-
eas “off the beaten path” that 
had not yet been visited by 
other relief agencies. The 
team also worshipped at the 

Outreach in Northern 
Thailand 

This past winter, a special 
outreach event was held in 
Baan Khun Huey Krai Vil-
lage, in Chiang Rai province, 
northern Thailand.  Organ-
ized by the Concordia Wel-
fare and Education Founda-
tion—Thailand (CWEFT), 
team members came from 
several different LCMS World 
Mission projects in 
Thailand and in-
cluded Pastor Niran, 
La (LCMS World 
Mission Southeast 
Asia Office), Waan 
(Concordia Lutheran 
Church – Phong-
phet), and Waex (Concordia 
Day Care Center— Bang Na).   

Approximately 300 children 
and parents attended three 
days of songs, games, devo-

Thailand Ablaze! 

two Concordia Lutheran 
Church Association (CLCA) 
churches in the area and 
brought a sound system to 
one.  This congregation will 
now, for the first time, be 
able to enjoy music with their 
worship. The Gospel was 
shared and many were 
touched by the Master’s 
Hand throughout the trip. 

INTERESTED IN THAILAND? 
For more articles & photos from Thai-

land, visit the Asia Ablaze!  Extras web-
site at www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html.  

INTERESTED IN CHINA? 
For more articles & photos from China, visit 

the Asia Ablaze!  Extras website at 
www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html.  

Distributing tsunami relief items on a 
recent trip to Southern Thailand. 

http://www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html�
http://www.asiaablaze.org/extra.html�
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Ablaze! Training 
June 2007 is a month of major in-
service training at Concordia 
Seminary, Nagercoil, India. There 
are three Ablaze! training semi-
nars being held with LCMS volun-
teers in Mumbai, Trivandrum, and 
Nagercoil. From June 8-22, 12 
LCMS volunteers will conduct the 
annual Spoken English Workshop 
for church workers. On July 3-5, 
the church will be holding its an-
nual Pastors Refresher Course, 
involving about 250 pastors, semi-
narians, and deaconesses. 

Asia Partnership 
May 20 brought the 
fulfillment of an 
event of Asia partner 
church coopera-
tion.  Mr. S. Devane-
san of the Lanka Lu-
theran Church (LLC) 
received his Masters 
in Theology degree 
from Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary in 
Hong.  He was or-
dained on May 20 in Nuwara-Eliya, Sri Lanka.  
Rev. Dr. Wilfred Karsten of the LCMS partici-
pated in the joyous event, along with the five 
other LLC pastors. 

India & Sri Lanka  Ablaze! 
Accountants Needed! 

LCMS World Mission is seeking two 
short-term (three months, extendable) 
missionaries with accounting back-
grounds.  Papua New Guinea and the 
Philippines are both in need of a Business 
Manager (BM) to help with their budget-
ing, accounting and financial systems.   In 
addition, the BM for the Philippines will 
be asked to begin the process of comput-
erizing the LCP accounting system and 
training staff in its use.  For more infor-
mation please contact Mr. Bruce Wall at 
bruce.wall@lcms.org  

You Are Needed! 
Calling all LCMS congregations, universities, 
small groups, mission responders, families, 
and members!  There is an urgent need for 
more than 200 international short-term mis-
sion teams in the coming year. Could this be 
you or someone you know?  For more infor-
mation, visit http://www.lcms.org/pages/
internal.asp?NavID=9999 . 

 Japan Ablaze! 
SPECIAL THANKS TO  

OUR CONTRIBUTORS: 

Ms. Adelina Balunsat (database administrator) 

Rev. Jonathan Blanke (Japan) 

Rev. James Cerdenola (Philippines) 

Mr. Dennis Denow (Indonesia) 

Ms. Jeanette Groth (Cambodia) 

Rev. Ted Engelbrecht (Vietnam) 

Rev. Carl Hanson (East Asia) 

Rev. Robert Hedtke (Thailand) 

Rev. Dr. Herbert Hoefer (India & Sri Lanka) 

Dr. Brent Kilback (Papua New Guinea) 

Ms. Juvy Lao-e (Philippines) 

Mr. Wesley Lo (Hong Kong) 

Ms. Julie Lutz (Papua New Guinea) 

Mr. James Manning (Hong Kong) 

Ms. Robin McCoy (Thailand) 

Mr. Matt Myers (Indonesia) 

Ms. Liz Neuf (Papua New Guinea) 

Rev. Dr. Stephen Oliver (Taiwan) 

Ms. Michelle de Rozario (China) 

Rev. Dr. Greg Sawyer (Hong Kong) 

Ms. Karin Semler (Indonesia) 

Mr. Ed Strohschein (newsletter coordinator) 

Ms. Heidi Tannarat (newsletter design) 

Ms. Irene Venus (Philippines) 

Mr. Matt Wasmund (Taiwan & Japan) 

Asian Theologians Attend Meeting in Africa 
of the conference for the Asian par-
ticipants was the opportunity for the 
Asia ILC seminary representatives to 
hold their first Asian regional semi-
naries meeting on the last night of 
the conference. Plans were made to 
invite Dr. Robert Kolb to be the key-
note speaker for the first Asia ILC 
seminaries conference in October 
2008. Rev. Dr. Stephen Oliver, who 
facilitated this meeting, serves as a 
missionary professor at China Lu-
theran Seminary in Taiwan. In addi-
tion, as LCMS World Mission's Asia 
Theological Education Coordinator, 
Dr. Oliver facilitates mutual support, 
interaction, visits, and communica-
tion among the seminaries to build 
upon their efforts to train indigenous 
servants of the cross to spread the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth and 
to shepherd Jesus' flock. 

30 countries were represented at the 
3rd Worldwide ILC Seminaries Confer-
ence in Pretoria, South Africa (Mar 29 - 
Apr 2). The International Lutheran 
Council (ILC) is made up of church 
bodies around the world that are in 
partnership with the LCMS. The South 
Africa conference was a wonderful op-
portunity for the over 70 participants to 
pray, learn and build relationships for 
mutual support, exchange and edifica-
tion! 

Participants from Asia included Presi-
dent Joshua Siromony of Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Nagercoil, In-
dia, who gave one of the major presen-
tations on forming Lutheran pastors in 
ecumenical settings. Other Asia partici-
pants were from partner seminaries in 
Japan, Hong Kong, Papua New Guinea, 
Taiwan, India and Australia. A highlight 

Knuten Lecture Series 
Every year Japan Lutheran College in-
vites a guest who is active in the area of 
Christian social or charitable work to 
present a lecture as part of the annual 
Knuten Lecture Series. This year the 
college welcomed Dr. Hisashi Nikaidoh.    

Dr. Nikaidoh is a member of LCMS 
member church Prince of Peace Lu-
theran Church in Carrollton, Texas, and 
is professor of thoracic surgery at 
Southwestern Medical School in Dallas.  
He is also active in international medi-
cal mission work, volunteering on be-
half of Mercy Ships, the Friends of 

Barnabas, and other non-profit or-
ganizations that provide medical 
care for people in need around the 
world. Through his lecture, Dr. Ni-
kaidoh was able to bring anew the 
Gospel light of Christ to many stu-
dents and faculty of Japan Lutheran 
College.  

It is hoped that the essence of Chris-
tian vocation that Dr. Nikaidoh dem-
onstrates in his life will be an inspi-
ration to students at Japan Lutheran 
College as they seek the courage to 
serve others in their new careers.  

mailto:bruce.wall@lcms.org�
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=9999�
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=9999�
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=9999�
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=9999�
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