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Short-term Mission Teams
Bring Change

In a recent interview, Rev. Dr.
Allan Yung, President of the
Lutheran Church Hong Kong
Synod (LCHKS), laid out what
he is publicizing to be the most
exciting thing since the begin-
ning of the Ablaze! movement in
Hong Kong: the impact of short-
term teams. For over a year
now, LCMS World Mission has
been sending teams of mission-
minded, engaged individuals to
work with the LCHKS. With
their sole desire to serve, these
teams have made an impact on
thousands of young people and
teachers. In Dr. Yung’s words,
“They have brought real change
to the LCHKS and to the six
secondary schools, six primary
schools, 12 kindergartens, two
special schools, four evening
schools and one international
school that it operates.”

What seems to be the focus of
the change? Dr. Yung points out
that the teams have become a

Hong Kong Ablaze!

catalyst for outreach and
ministry in a more compre-
hensive fashion, helping
them to be more intentional
in sharing the Word
throughout all of their min-
istries. One of the goals of
the LCHKS is to have every
church, school and human
care center be a place from
which the ministry of the
Word is taking place. “Only
in this way will we be able to
realize the need and begin
the even harder challenge of
beginning new ministry on
our own in new places.”
This is really an effort in
“broadening the scope and
outlook for evangelism,”
according to Dr. Yung.

Other areas of growth have
been a renewed commit-

mitment and connection with
the local community. This has
included the beginning of a
Parent Hotline and a special
telephone based call-in pro-
gram for kids called “Touch
the Bug.” There are over
50,000 calls a month to this
program alone! All of which is
to say, the LCHKS is eager to
host teams of short-term mis-
sionaries to be a part of reach-
ing the thousands of staff and
tens of thousands of students
within their schools. They are
also beginning to explore al-
ternative ways to use teams in
outreach with congregations.

(For more Hong Kong news,
see page 8)

Rev. Dr. Allan Yung
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Rural China Welcomes
MOST Eyeglass Team

On May 10-21 a MOST (Mission
Opportunities Short Term) eyeglass
team went to a rural county in
southwest Yunnan province, China.
The group of eleven made up of
people from California, Illinois, and
Michigan was joined by four Con-
cordia ~ Welfare and Education
Foundation (CWEF) staff to help
coordinate the trip and the clinics.
The group did four and a half days
of eyeglass clinics, and had the op-
portunity to experience some of the
area’s minority culture and interact
with the local people. On the busi-
est day, the group worked together
to see 348 people, and over the

Qse of the five day clinic, the

team gave out 1,203 pairs of eye-
glasses and saw 979 people!

Although the team was small, they
were able to provide an amazing
amount of service as five of the
team members and all of the
CWEF staff spoke Chinese. This
enabled the team to be extremely
efficient when seeing patients since
the majority could speak directly
with the people. Overall, the high-
lights of the trip were the opportu-
nities to interact with the local
people, both at the clinics and dur-
ing free time. Watching the reac-
tion of a seamstress who could see
her stitching clearly for the first
time in years was priceless.

(For more China news,
see page 2)
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A MOST team member examines a local
woman at a recent eyeglass clinic.
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CISS Wraps Up 10-Year
Celebrations

Friday, April 24, to Sunday,
April 26 was jam-packed with
events to wrap up Concordia
International School Shang-
hai’s (CISS) year-long 10th
anniversary celebrations. The
school community gathered
from near and far to join the
celebrations.

The celebrations began with
CISS’s High School musical
performance of The Sound of
Music, with a cast, crew and
orchestra involving more than
seventy Elementary, Middle
and High School students.
Audiences were wowed at
each of the four, three-hour
showings by outstanding vo-
cals, elaborate costumes and
stunning sets.

Saturday night was a gala
dinner, live and silent auc-
tion, and dancing for close to
500 guests at the Shangri-La
Hotel. With a theme of
“Blessed to be a Blessing” and
in support of Concordia’s flag-
ship charity, the Yunnan Edu-
cation Project, the six-hour
event was a testimony to
CISS’s commitment to high
quality education for expatri-
ate children in Shanghai and
its community-wide commit-
ment to giving back to its host
country. It also highlighted
CISS’s significant growth in
Pudong’s Jingiao area over
the past 10 years.

At the gala dinner, CISS Head
of School Dr. James Koer-
schen recognized the many
constituents that have directly
contributed to this growth.
Gala attendees were also en-
tertained by a jazz vocalist
and finished off the evening
dancing to DJ tunes.

Faculty and friends gathered
again midday on Sunday,
April 26, at CISS for a potluck
brunch. The brunch was a
great chance for old friends to
catch up in an informal set-
ting, and many were still in
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celebration mode from the
previous evening.

Later Sunday evening, CISS
opened its doors to its com-
munity once again for a Cele-
bration Service with guest
speakers Rev. Dale Koehneke
(Senior Pastor, Church of All
Nations, Hong Kong); Mr.
Fred Voigtmann (President,
CISS Board of Directors);
Rev. David Birner (Associate
Executive Director of Interna-
tional Mission, LCMS World
Missions); and, Dr. Allan
Schmidt (CISS Founding
Head of School). The finale
event, hosted in the Rittmann
Theatre, was also
an opportunity to
unveil CISS’s new
processional cross,
designed by U.S.
artist Dr. Ken
Schmidt.

Holy Week
Sending

Holy Week 2009 at
Church of All Na-
tions (CAN) in
Hong Kong began
with traditional
Palm Sunday fan-
fare and proces-
sion. Part of the
worship that Sun-
day was also the
sending of a group
from CAN to west-
ern China. Eight-
een members of

WL Lo

CISS founding faculty and supporters

the congregation went on to
spend the majority of Holy
Week in Yunnan Province in
service to rural communities.

Anna Horkey and Li Ying,
both from Concordia Welfare
and Education Foundation
(CWEF), provided superb
care for the CAN Service
team. They helped the team
to understand its role in the
villages and trained them in
how to interview families and
provide hygiene training to
students. In groups of six,

the team went into the vil-
lages and were welcomed
into their communities and

their homes.

The service element of the trip
was to help CWEF do water
project follow-up in four vil-
lages where CWEF had helped
to provide fresh water in the
last 6 to 18 months. The team
was to gather information on
the impact fresh water was
having on the people in the
village, to understand how life
was improving for them, how
they were using the water, and
what else should be done.
They were also there to help
provide additional hygiene
training.

CAN team members with a village family
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Southeast Asia Long-Term
Missionary Retreat Held
in Taiwan
In early April, 24 LCMS World
Mission long-term missionar-
ies from four countries in
Southeast Asia gathered to-
gether for a time of devotion,
retreat, and idea sharing at
Concordia Middle School
(CMS) in Chia-Yi, Taiwan. The
participants from Cambodia,
Thailand, Vietnam, and Tai-
wan had spent time together
throughout the previous year,
making short-term trips to
visit one another, but this is
the first time so many from the
region were able to get to-
gether. The trip began with a
tour of the Taipei and Chia-Yi
area, as well as time spent
learning about the unique
work being done in Taiwan.
Upon arriving at CMS, a true
spiritual retreat began which
was a blessing for all of the
participants. Cambodia, Thai-
land, Vietnam, and Taiwan
have much in common when it
comes to the challenges faced.
The retreat was a time to share
experiences, ideas, resources,
and materials. Each country
also has unique concerns that
were shared and support was
offered. But the most impor-
tant and rewarding part of the
trip was the times of devotion
and Bible Study. Every day
began and ended with devo-
tion. On the last day of the
retreat, all 24 participants
came together for a commun-
ion service led by Pastor Alex
Wu of Salvation Lutheran

Church in Taiwan.

Short-Term Mission Team
Makes Lasting Impact
In April, a short-term mission
team came from Minnesota to
help with music ministry and
relationship building in Chia-
Yi, Taiwan. Doug Larson and
two of his sons, Jacob and
Caleb, proceeded to take the
Chia-Yi Girls High School by
storm. They went to this pub-
lic high school to share Jesus
Christ through songs, action,

Taiwan Ablaze!

and words, along with helping
at Concordia Middle School
(CMS) and Salvation Lutheran
Church.

The primary goal of the trip
was to build relationships with
students at the Chia-Yi Girls
High School in the music
classroom of Ms. Hoe who is a
strong Christian, committed to
sharing Jesus with her stu-
dents. She invited Doug and
his sons to visit all 20 of her
10th and 11th grade classrooms.
They were immensely popular,
enjoying many opportunities
to share Jesus both in and out
of the classroom. A strength
for this particular ministry was
that it took place at a public
school, where many students
have little interaction with
Christians.

The Larson’s visit also proved
to be a great help for the on-
going ministries at CMS and
Salvation Lutheran Church.
Doug and his sons invited the
girls to come to the church’s
Friday English Bible Study
Easter Party which had over
120 students, including a large
showing from the Chia-Yi Girls
school. The Saturday youth
group, which normally has 4 or
5 students, had over 50 the day
the Larson’s were there. Fur-
thermore, 8 or 9 students at-
tended church on Sunday
morning. This was especially

Doug Larson (back right) and one of his sons with 7th

grade students on a recent short-term trip to Taiwan

exciting as they had the
chance to worship and hear
the message in their native
tongue, Chinese. All of the
students also had the chance
to meet Pastor Wu and his
wife, along with the 15 mis-
sionaries serving in the Chia-
Yi area.

Salvation Lutheran
Church Gets New Pastor
Easter in Chia-Yi, Taiwan
brought not only the reminder
of Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion, but also a new Pastor for
Salvation Lutheran Church—
Pastor Alex Wu. Pastor Wu
graduated from both Concor-
dia St. Paul in Minnesota and
Concordia  Seminary,  St.
Louis. He has served as a

full-time pastor in Taiwan
since 2000. Pastor Wu is
gifted with words, his wife
Ruth is gifted musically, and
they both excel at relation-
ship building. They are also
fluent in English and Chi-
nese. It is a blessing for
Salvation Lutheran Church
as there are both Chinese
and English speaking mem-
bers, along with more op-
portunity for outreach in the
community and through
Concordia Middle School,
where LCMS missionaries
serve. While Holy Week
was Pastor Wu’s first week
of service, he was officially
installed on May 3. Many

(continued on page 8)

Voigtmann Receives Honorary Doctorate

to open in August 2010.

Recognized for outstanding service and passion for Chris- %

2

tian education, Dr. Fredrick N. Voigtmann, Esq., of
Taipei, Taiwan, received an honorary doctorate at the
102nd commencement of Concordia University Ne-
braska. Voigtmann, an attorney and founder of Concor-
dia Consulting, Ltd., delivered the commencement ad-
dress, sharing with the graduates the abundant opportu-
nities for educational ministry in Asia.

Throughout his life, Dr. Voigtmann has shown a deep 483
passion and commitment to reaching out to young people
and their families through quality Christian education.
He worked closely with Dr. Allan Schmidt and others in
founding Concordia International School Shanghai and serves as the school’s board chair-
man. He also serves on the boards of Concordia School for Special Education in Macau
and the Asia Lutheran Education Association. In addition, Dr. Voigtmann serves on the
advisory board for Concordia International School Hanoi in Vietnam, which is scheduled
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North Luzon Highland
District Celebrates

Growth

While falling short of its
Ablaze! goal of establishing
eight new congregations by
this time, the North Luzon
Highland District of the Lu-
theran Church in the Philip-
pines (LCP) did accept and
recognize four newly estab-
lished congregations at its
district conference in April. At
the same conference, 26 new
mission and preaching sta-
tions were also recognized as
official mission stations of the
district. It is hoped that in two
to three years these mission
stations will become official
congregations. One of the fac-
tors that led to this growth in
the district is the great in-
volvement of the laity, many of
whom attended the Ablaze!
Summit held two years ago in
the district.

Lutheran Training in the
Philippines
This spring the Lutheran
Church in the Philippines
(LCP) held two training semi-
nars as part of their ongoing
effort to equip pastors and the
laity for ministry. The first
training was part of an on-
going Pastoral Training and
Continued Education of LCP
pastors. Rev. Dr. Paul Mueller
came from St. Paul, MN to
help with this, along with
LCMS WM missionary Rev.
Robert Hedtke, formerly in
Thailand. The second training
was for about 67 laymen and
pastors held in Baguio City in
the highlands of Luzon in
the Philippines. Rev. Dr. Ste-
ven Oliver and Rev. Carl Han-
son led a three day lay training
seminar. These elders, dea-
cons and evangelists of
the LCP gather twice a year as
a large group, as well as weekly
or monthly with their lo-
cal supervisors for on-going
Theological Education by Ex-
tension. Dr. Oliver taught a
course on Romans and James

May 25 13012009

| A

NS W EE T

-

¥

2009/05730/00"
g

Participants in the recent Sports Fest

while Rev. Hanson led a course
on preparing a Christ-
centered Bible study/message.
Following the training Hanson
commented, "It was
truly moving to meet these
men who travel great distances
on foot to remote villages and
communities with the gospel
of God’s love and grace
in Jesus Christ." The LCP has
96 churches, 32 mission sta-
tions, and 29 ordained pas-
tors.

LCP Holds Financial
Management Seminar
The Lutheran Church in the
Philippines (LCP) held a one-
day Financial Management for
Church Treasurers Seminar for
the South Luzon District,
North Luzon Highland District
and North Luzon Lowland
District on May 29 in St.
Stephen Lutheran Church,
Baguio City. 49 participants
and pastors from the districts
attended, representing about
40 different congregations.
The seminar was led by Mr.
Samuel B. Lares, CPA, Execu-
tive Director of Christ’s Public
Accountants Ministries, Inc.,
author of “Basic Accounting
for Philippine Churches,” and

LCP consultant.

This seminar provided an
overview of the LCP's vision,
mission and goals, the current

set-up of local congregations,
the roles of church treasurers,
the importance of documenta-
tion in a church, and theories
and applications of church
accounting. The session
aimed to provide participants
with basic knowledge and
skills they can use in manag-
ing church accounting trans-
actions and reports. Partici-
pants also completed the
“Church Statistics Report”
which provides the national
office with a record of all LCP
member congregations. An
open forum at the end of the
seminar was held to answer
questions and concerns.

This seminar also helped to
consolidate efforts of all the
districts’ financial reports and
the national office in compli-
ance with the LCP's Bureau of
Internal Revenue and Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion requirements.

Lutheran Theological

Seminary Enjoys Good
Enrollment

There are now nine students
enrolled at Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary in the Philip-
pines. Four are first year stu-
dents, two in their second
year, two on vicarage, and
three in their fourth year. It is
hoped that even more will
apply to the seminary the next

school year.

Nearly 500 Youth
Attend Outreach Camps

Close to 500 youth gathered
in April in the four districts
of the Lutheran Church in
the Philippines. These
youth camps focused on the
involvement of the youth in
mission. While many atten-
dees were Lutheran, others
were non-Lutheran friends
that had been invited to join
in the camps.

Youth Sports Fest
Every year three of the dis-
tricts of the Lutheran
Church in the Philippines—
the South Luzon District,
North Luzon Lowland Dis-
trict, and North Luzon
Highland District—hold a
Sports Fest for youth. This
year, the event was held
May 25-30 at Christ Lu-
theran Church, Moreno,
Binalonan, Pangasinan, four
hour’s north of Manila.
More than 200 participants,
including pastors and vic-
ars, were able to attend.
This year’s theme was
“Youth With a Mission,” and
the young people were once
again able to showcase their
talents and skills.




Mr. Steve Winkelman
Accepts Call to be Foundin
Head of School in Hanoi

Mr. Steve Winkelman of McKin-
ney, Texas has accepted the
LCMS World Mission Board’s
Call to be the Founding Head of
School for the newest LCMS
International School which is
set to open in August 2010 in
Hanoi, Vietnam. Mr. Winkel-
man will begin his duties this
summer and plans to arrive with
his family in late July in prepa-
ration for the opening.

Steve is the Head Master of
Concordia Christian Academy in
McKinney; his wife Amy is the
Accounts Receivable Director at
the school and the Winkelman’s
have two children, Joshua who
is completing third grade and
Elizabeth who is completing
first grade this year.

Steve received his Bachelor’s
degree in Science and Physical
Education from Concordia Uni-
versity in Austin, Texas and his
M.Ed degree in Educational
Leadership from Saginaw Valley
State University, and has addi-
tional higher education in ac-
counting. He has been a found-
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ing principal of a school in
Texas and principal of an ele-
mentary school in Michigan
before becoming the Head of
School at Concordia Academy
in a fast developing area in
McKinney, Texas where Steve
has led a redevelopment of the
structure, staff and mission of
the school. Concordia Acad-
emy has grown to be a highly
respected school within a few
years in the midst of many ex-
cellent private and public
schools in the area.

Steve has demonstrated strong
leadership skills in establishing
a school’s mission statement
and developing a board, faculty
and staff that is committed to
excellence, student develop-
ment and growth of the schools
in which he served. His forte is
relating to parents and the
community as a representative

of these excellent schools. His
leadership develops strong
loyalties among all stake-

holders who contribute to out-
standing liberal arts, math,
science and the performing arts
for students’ whole child
growth. Steve and Amy visited

Amy (far left) and Steve (far right) Winkelman with their
children, Elizabeth and Joshua, and Amy’s sister

Hong Kong and then Hanoi
as part of the vetting process
by the Search Committee of
the school’s Advisory Board
centered in Hong Kong and
met with educators and lead-
ers of LCMS international
schools and LCMS World
Mission. Although this is
their first Asian experience,
Steve and Amy have been in
Latin America and Europe as
part of their international
background and have had an
interest in serving in Asia for

some time

Please pray for the Winkel-
man’s as they make arrange-
ments to leave their present
ministry in the U.S. and make
the move to Hanoi. They will
be joining with educators and
administrators of the other
LCMS international schools in
Hong Kong and Shanghai and
with the Asia Lutheran Educa-
tion Association’s more than
two hundred schools in thir-
teen countries throughout
Asia.

Japan Ablaze!

Rev.Morimoto Installed at
Chuhetsu Lutheran Church
Rev. Ippei Morimoto, 2009
graduate (March) of the Theo-
logical Education Program of
the Japan Lutheran Church, was
ordained and installed as pastor
of Chuhetsu Lutheran Church
on May 17, 2009. In a recent
article for theJapan Lutheran
Theological Seminary publica-
tion Seminary Diary, Rev. Mo-
rimoto writes the following: "I
have assumed my new post at
Chuhetsu Lutheran Church, in
Niigata Prefecture. In addition
to work at the church, I am also
serving as assistant director of
the kindergarten which is at-
tached to the church. It's still
early, but I can already sense
that the various things I learned

at seminary are useful in what
goes on every day in my work
as a pastor. As I have been sup-
ported up until now by so
many people, I would now like
to walk together with them in
prayer even as I serve them
and God in return. Many
thanks."

NRK Youth Camp
From March 31 to April 2, the

Japanese Lutheran Church
(NRK) held its first Junior-
Senior High Youth Camp for
those in the Tokyo area, and six
energetic teens were able to
attend. The camp theme was
"de ai" which means "an en-
counter.” One goal was for the
youth from various churches to
encounter other youth, and
spend time with teens who also

i ==

Participants at the recent NRK Youth Camp

have a connection to the
church. Another goal was for
the youth to encounter Jesus
and grow in relationship with
Him. Pastors, missionaries,
and church members also
took part in the camp. This
provided many wonderful
opportunities for the youth to

really connect and interact
with a wide variety of church
workers. The camp provided
a unique and invaluable op-
portunity for these children of
God to learn about His love
for them, rest from their busy
schedules, and make new
friends.
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2009 Ordination of New
Lutheran Pastors

In 2009, four new pastors were
ordained by the Lutheran
Church in Korea (LCK). On April
20, the ordination of Rev.
Byeong-Wie Go was held at his
Banseok-Church in Daegu City in
the southern part of South Ko-
rea. Some 120 church members
and pastors from all parts of
South Korea were present at the
impressive ordination. On May
26, a joint ordination service was
held at the chapel of Luther Uni-
versity/Seminary in Yongin City
in the southern outskirts of
Seoul. Rev. Seong-Cheol Shin,
Rev. Byeong-Gil Jeong, and Rev.
Rev. Seong-Yeol Noh were or-
dained. One was ordained for
assistant ministry at an existing
local church, and the other two
as founders of new congrega-
tions. The founding worship
services for their congregations
are expected to be celebrated in
June and July. The triple ordina-
tion service was attended by
about 250 people. It was not
only an ordination service, but
also a small taste of God’s king-
dom and a splendid occasion for
the witness of the Gospel.

2009 PLI Conference and
PLI Graduation

The 2009 Korea Pastoral Lead-
ership Institute (PLI) Conference
and PLI Graduation took place
from May 26-29, with 18 pastors
and 13 spouses graduating. PLI,
a non-profit organization
founded for the improvement of
pastoral leadership, is comprised
primarily of LCMS pastors and
their spouses, but is also now
equipping pastors internation-
ally. In 2001, the American PLI
and the General Assembly of the
LCK began working together
through annual conferences
aimed at improving the pastoral
leadership of LCK pastors and
their spouses. At this year’s con-
ference, pastor couples that have
received PLI training in the past
eight years received graduation
papers and certificates for their

Ordination of new Lutheran pastors

participation in the 2009 con-
ference.

This year’s conference opened
under the theme “Missional
Alignment” and was led by the
director of PLI International
Rev. Dr. Norb Oesch and his
wife; Rev. Dr. Scott Rische, who
is responsible for the PLI Korea
program, and his wife; and the
senior member of PLI, Dr. John
Kieschnick. Some 30 pastors
and spouses from the LCK par-
ticipated in this year’s confer-
ence.

Dobong Lutheran Church
Celebrates 50 Years
April 19 was a very special day
for the Lutheran Church in Ko-
rea (LCK), as Dobong Lutheran
Church in Seoul celebrated its
50th anniversary. Dobong
Church, founded in 1959, just
one year after the arrival of
LCMS World Mission in Korea,
is the oldest Lutheran congrega-
tion in Korea. Some 300 people,
including missionaries from
abroad, Lutheran pastors and
church members, attended the
worship service celebrating the
50t anniversary in the packed
church. Currently, the LCK has
a total of 44 congregations
which are spreading the Gospel.

2009 LCK Hymn Festival

On April 26, Lutheran congre-
gations convened at Central
Lutheran Church in South Ko-
rea’s capital, Seoul, for the 2009
Lutheran Church in Korea
(LCK) hymn festival. The festi-

val was organized by the
Women’s Association and was
attended by about 300 partici-
pants. At the festival, the skills,
polished and brushed in the
local churches, were per-
formed with a variety of pres-
entations like traditional choir
recitals, worship service
hymns, vocal ensembles,
hymns sung together by chil-
dren and adults, and contem-
porary Christian songs accom-
panied by musical bands. The
event, which promotes unity
among Lutheran congrega-
tions, is held annually and
shows a steady improvement
in atmosphere and engage-
ment.

Memorial Worship
Held for Dr. Won-Sang Ji,
First LCK Church
President

On April 27 a special worship
service was held at a cemetery
near Gohyang City in the out-
skirts of Seoul on occasion of
the 11t anniversary of the
death of the first Lutheran
Church in Korea (LCK) Presi-
dent, Dr. Won-Sang Ji. The
LCK originated with LCMS
World Mission and was
founded by two Koreans: Dr.
Won-Sang Ji and his elder
brother Dr. Won-Yong Ji. In
his lifetime, Won-Sang Ji lay
the foundation for a Lutheran
Church in Korea and founded
institutions including Luther
Theological Seminary (now
LTU) and Bethel Bible Series

Korea, and dedicated his
life especially to the educa-
tion of young theological
students and the training of

church leaders. He was
also one of the most repre-
sentative ecumenical lead-
ers, trying to unite churches
in Korea.

The memorial service was
organized by the LCK Gen-
eral Assembly for the pur-
pose of remembering the
will of the deceased. Partici-
pants included surviving
family members, officers of
the General Assembly, and
ecumenical co-workers
from Germany.

2009 Women’s
Association’s Bazaar for
LTU-Scholarships
On April 14, The Lutheran
Church in Korea’s (LCK)
Women’s Association held a
bazaar on the campus to
raise funds for scholarships
at Luther University/
Seminary (LTU). Women
from local congregations
sold their articles in individ-
ual booths and donated the
proceeds to LTU. The items
were articles for everyday
life and donated voluntarily.
Some 80 women and about
300 students and teachers
at LTU participated in the
bazaar. The bazaar is held
annually to help provide

scholarships for students.
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LCMS Theology
Professors

The India Evangelical Lu-
theran Church has long had a
request for a full-time LCMS
theological professor at their
Concordia Seminary in Nager-
coil. Interim guest professors
have come and gone over the
past several years. In April,
Dr. Timothy Quill and Dr.
Detlev Schulz of Concordia
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, led a
special month-long course on
Lutheran Confessions and Lu-
theran liturgy. Dr. Dan
Mattson will be visiting India
in June on behalf of Pres. Ki-
eschnick’s special commission
to research the needs so that a
more permanent arrangement
might be made to meet this
need.
Annual LCMS
Consultancy

For the past nine years, Rev.
Dr. Wilfred Karsten of Holy
Cross, Moline, IN, has gone for
three weeks in May to Sri
Lanka to serve as a pastoral
consultant to the Lanka Lu-
theran Church. Dr. Karsten
provides theological education

at the church’s informal semi-
nary, in-service training for
the pastors, and counseling on
personal and administrative
matters.

Property Consultant

The India Evangelical Lu-
theran Church (IELC) has
several valuable properties
they would like to develop to
start institutions and to raise
funds for ministry. In April,
LCMS World Mission sent
Rev. Gary Zakian as a special
consultant to the|
IELC Trust Asso- %
ciation to discuss I\
this matter. Rev.
Zakian is an attor- 3
ney and property
consultant who %

will provide on- %,
going guidance § ;
and support for the

IELC in this im-
portant effort.

Incomplete
Chapels _
Because of the l T
rapid expansion of | | ' Py
congregations in
the India Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church (IELC),
many are rebuilding their
facilities. The policy is to
expect the congregation to
build up to the roof level, and
the IELC Trust Association
then provides funds to com-
plete the chapel. The needs
have far outstripped the re-
sources of the Trust Associa-
tion, and some donors in the
LCMS have stepped forward
to help through the Ablaze!
“Fan into Flame” fund.

India & Sri Lanka Ablaze!

Concordia Universi
Nurse Trainees

Eight nursing students from
Concordia University-Portland,
will be visiting Bethesda Hos-
pital, Ambur, and other Chris-
tian hospitals in South India in
August. They will be led by
Prof. Judy Michalk, the daugh-
ter of former India missionary
Rev. Ted Michalk, taking a
course on community health.

One of many chapels being rebuilt in India to accommodate the rapid

expansion of congregations there

Thailand Ablaze!

Easter Sunday Dedication
of New Hmong Minist
Congregation

The Hmong community of
Pakham Mai in northern Thai-
land celebrated the dedication
of its church on Easter Sunday
this year. The celebration was
attended by members of the
community, as well as staff
from LCMS World Mission,
Concordia Welfare and Educa-
tion Foundation-Thailand
(CWEFT), Hmong Interna-
tional Mission (HIM), and
Concordia Lutheran Church
Association-Thailand (CLCA),
all of whom partnered together
to make the church a reality.
Participants were able to re-

joice together and worship
the Lord in three languages—
Hmong, Thai, and English—
in the newly dedicated
church. The leaders’ vision
for the church is that it will be
used not only as a house of
worship, but also as a meeting
place for the community to
train its leaders, host out-
reach events, provide Chris-
tian education for youth and
adults, and meet the physical
as well as spiritual needs of
the community. Please pray
for the needs of the commu-
nity and the work of the
church leaders there— that
they may continue to sow the
seed of the Gospel into the
hearts of every member.

X
N
N

3
"

Y2/ 5%

(I-r) Ms. Oratai Thaweesin (CWEFT Executive Director),
Pastor Suphan (HIM missionary-at-large in Northern Thai-
land), Ning (church elder), and Pastor Taweep Oiwan (CLCA
Concordia Lutheran Church Phong Phet, Bangkok)



Service Trip

The first week of May, the
teachers from Concordia Eng-
lish Center along with several
students went on a four day
service trip. They taught Eng-
lish and Bible stories, visited
local peoples’ homes, and gave
scholarships to poor students.
The trip was busy and uplifting
for the teachers. Some of the
students were not yet Chris-
tian, but they all greatly appre-
ciated the experience. Some

Volume 5, Issue 2

Macau Ablaze!

now want to tell their friends
and family about God.

Good Friday and Easter
Celebrations

On Good Friday, the Concor-
dia English Center (CEC) in
Macau and its partner church,
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
held a Good Friday evening
service. The church was
packed and everyone took
some time for personal con-
fession by writing a few sins

weighing on their hearts and
nailing the paper to a cross.
Everyone knelt in front of the
cross to give those sins to Je-
sus, and through Him were
forgiven. It was an emotional
and encouraging moment.

The day before Easter, CEC
sponsored an afternoon of
Easter activities for kids in a
local park. There was egg dy-
ing, coloring, egg tossing, and
of course, an Easter egg hunt.

Page 8

Over 100 children and adults
attended!

CEC Welcomes New Short-
Term Teachers

This quarter Concordia English
Center (CEC) welcomed one
short-term teacher, David Ris-
ner and one short-term volun-
teer, Chimene Djeumo. David
taught English and Bible classes
and built relationships with the
students. Chimene assisted with
relationship building and out-
reach activities.

Hong Kong Ablaze!

New Hong Kong Church
Reaches Out

Holy Word Ablaze! is an excit-
ing new ministry within the
LCHKS. This fall, Holy Word
Lutheran Church (a new church
begun in 2007) will have its
first team of LCMS World Mis-

sion missionaries come to help
with outreach in the school and
the new English Center on a
long-term basis. One of the out-
comes of bringing in the teams
has been the desire for long-
term ministry and new ideas
about how that can happen. The

“Concordia English Center” in
Tuen Mun is patterned after
Concordia English Center in
Macau, and will be the first
attempt at reaching out to the
community and school
through the use of long-term
GEO (Globally Engaged in

Outreach) missionaries from
the LCMS. Already the new
congregation, formed less
than two years ago in the
school, includes outreach to
the English speaking com-
munity in the area.

Taiwan Ablaze!

(Continued from page 3)

people attended his installation

service including members of

his former church in Tainan,
pastors from throughout Tai-

Youth Ministry
Continues to Grow

The youth ministry at Salvation
Lutheran Church in Chai-Yi,
Taiwan continues to grow. In
March, Salvation Lutheran

event—praise God for

CONTACT US

www.asiaablaze.org

the opportunity to
fellowship with stu-
dents, while also be-
ing able to create and
strengthen relation-

General inquiries and

comments:

editor@asiaablaze.org

wan, and Rev. Richard Yi,
President of the China Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church.

Church held a movie night for
Junior and Senior High students
involved in the youth ministry at
the church. In total, 26 young
people attended the movie night

ships with teens from
the church’s Friday
Night Bible Study,
Youth Group and
their friends.
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